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The Bonn Dialogues Series is gathering a panel of 
esteemed professionals to discuss the issue of climate 
change and the role of cities as drivers of the develop-
ment. It will also look at risk hotspots and their ability 
to adapt and become resilient against these threats. 
The event is sure to engage the public audience on 
this important facet of global environmental change.
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Thursday, 27 May 2010

Deutsche Welle, Bonn

6:00 pm

CITIES UNDER 
CLIMATE THREAT
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The Bonn Dialogues Series is a open to the public event. 

Registration, while not required, helps in the organization of 

the event and the catering. If you are planning to attend, please 

send a fax, e-mail or postcard to the contact address below 

including your name, organization, e-mail and confi rmation of 

attendance. You can register until the day before the 

symposium (26 May 2010) 

Please send your registration to:

Bonn Dialogues c/o  DKKV

Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 40

53113 Bonn

 info@bonn-dialogues.org

fax 0228-44601836

CITIES 
UNDER 
CLIMATE 
THREAT

Organized by                                           Supported by

Special Co-organizer:



      

ABOUT THE BONN DIALOGUES SERIES

The Bonn Dialogues Series on Global Environmental 
Change is a discussion forum on issues related to global 
environmental change and human security. 

Since 2007 twice a year the series addresses topics such 
as climate, water, energy, migration and food with an 
interdisciplinary approach.

The Bonn Dialogues Series are open panel discussions with 
prominent experts and the interested public. They raise 
awareness for issues related to global environmental change.

The current 7th Bonn Dialogues takes place as a special 
event to the 1st World Congress on Cities and Adaptation to 
Climate Change organized by ICLEI, held in Bonn 
28 - 30 May, 2010. 

Related to this conference’s theme, the Bonn Dialogues 
event is investigating how cities worldwide can prepare to 
deal with risks based on climate change related hazards.

For further information visit: 
www.bonn-dialogues.org 

Refreshments will be provided after the event, kindly 
sponsored by the City of Bonn

FACTS

Even if humanity achieves an immediate curtail of all CO2 
emissions, people would still have to live with a changing 
climate in the coming decades.  

Currently, weather-related extreme events are responsible 
for approximately 75% of natural disasters. Over the period 
2000-2007, their annual frequency has increased, on 
average, by 8.4%. The related annual costs exceeded 80 
billion US dollars, representing the largest source of disaster 
costs. These trends reveal that particularly the poorest 
countries are more than ever vulnerable to climate risks.

TRENDS

In 2008 more than half of the world’s population (approx. 
3.3 billion) is living in cities. It is estimated that by 2030 
fi ve billion people will live in cities. The biggest growth will 
take place in Africa and Asia, where the urban population is 
expected to double between 2000 and 2030. It is further ex-
pected that from 1975 to 2015, the proportion of large urban 
agglomerations (more than 10 million people) will more than 
double - from 40% to 81%. At the same time the number of 
mega-cities worldwide will grow from a total of 5 to 21.

THE RISK

Natural disasters in these urban agglomerations have the 
potential of regional and global “spill-over” e¦ ects. Poorly 
planned urban development in risk areas combined with 
factors of social vulnerability (e.g. high population density, 
lack of basic infrastructure) leads to a rapid increase in disas-
ter risk. Given the density of people, critical infrastructures 
and accelerating socio-political processes, urban agglomera-
tions are particularly vulnerable to many types of hazards. 
Most often this results in losses of life and increases in health 
problems. In consequence cities are the most complex to 
mitigate and manage when disasters occur. Experience shows 
that it is not su§  cient to minimize the e¦ ects of disasters 
through the application of engineering approaches alone. 

QUESTIONS RELATED TO KEY CHALLENGES

• What are the major new risks to urban centres in the future?

• What is the adaptation potential for megacities to the
  “new” hazards?

• Adaptation options for some societal groups may increase 
   the vulnerability of others. What are the equity dimensions 
   of adaptation in urban areas? Are there other trade-o¦ s?

• Can cities be seen as ‘laboratories’ for sustainable 
  adaptation options given past experiences in coping with 
  a variety of challenges (demography, economy, etc.) 
  simultaneously?

• Responses to climate change have to occur simultaneously 
  at multiple scales, from global to local and across di¦ erent 
  time scales. Is there a key role for urban areas in this 
  respect?


